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A Critical Analysis on the CLCS Recommendation on the

Submission made by Japan and its Comments
- Focusing on the evaluation on the Okinotorishima -

Jee-Hyun Choi
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Abstract

In 2012, the Commission on the Limits on the Continental Shelf(CLCS)
recommended on the submission of Japan. The CLCS recommend 4 regions
as having the extension of the Continental Shelf and recommend 2 regions
as not having the extension of the Continental Shelf. And the last region,
Kyushu-Palau Ridge Regions(KPR) out of 7 regions submitted by Japan
was not considered through the procedures of the CLCS. The KPR region is
the regions measured with the 200 NM length of the radius from the
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Okinotorishima as a base point. The CLCS did not consider the extension of
the Continental Shelf of the KPR regions. But in considering the
ShikokuBasin(SKB) region, the CLCS gave the recommendation on the
premise of the existence of the KPR’s 200 NM continental shelf from the
base point of Okinotorishima. Since the 60 NM Formula Points exist inside
the 200 NM Continental Shelf of the KPR region, the CLCS did not confirm
the coordinate points of the 60 NM Formula Points in giving the decisions
regarding to the SKB region. But this fact must not be accepted as the
meaning that Okinotorishima is an island which can have the EEZ and the
continental shelf according to the Article 121 of the UNCLOS. First of all,
the CLCS is not the international body, which can decide whether an island
can have its own the EEZ and the Continental Shelf. Function of the CLCS
is to give technical and instructive recommendation about the application
which contains the information of a coastal State’s outer continental shelf.
And the Recommendation of the CLCS certainly commented that the KPR
regions could not be considered because of the note verbales from Korea
and China which indicated that Okinontorishima is an island which cannot
have the EEZ and the Continental Shelf.
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1) sl &FE =H(UN, Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea) 381 &3 o]A],
http: // www. un. org /Depts /los /clcs _new/ commission_submissions.htm ZaL.
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3) CLCS, Summary of Recommendation of the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf in regard to the Submission made by Japan on 12 November 2008.
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Figure 1.1. Areas of Japan's extended continental shelf
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5) The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, DOALOS.
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7) Modus operandi for the consideration of a submission made to the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf.
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Overview bathymetric map of the Shikoku Basin Region as originally submitted by Japan.
(Fig. 2.1. of SKB-MB-DOC-01).
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“The Commission considers that it will not be in a position to take action to make
recommendations on the Southern Kyushu-Palau Ridge Region(KPR) until such time
as the matters referred to in the notes verbales have been resolved.” Ibid., para. 20.
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25) Ibid., para. 13.
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26) 2qATE H-44 Annex I, Submissions in case of a dispute between States with
opposite or adjacent coasts or in other cases of unresolved land or maritime disputes
27) 754 1, Ab3a).
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